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A study session of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held at the Community Center, 2456 
Pontiac Dr., on Tuesday, May 24, 2022, called to order at 6:01 p.m. Mayor Clarke presided over 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Present: Cowper, Segal, Zubrzycki, Clarke 
Absent:  Salemi 
Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden, and Attorney Schultz 

 Approval of Agenda 
 
Moved by Segal, seconded Cowper, to approve the agenda as submitted. 
 

 Yes: All  
 No: None 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
Meeting Open to the Public 
 

Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public. There were nine guests at the meeting. There were 
no comments. 
 
Mayor Clarke closed the meeting open to the public. 
 
 
OCBC Boat Regatta   L1-005-22   
 
Graham Cousens represented the Oakland County Boat Club. He stated they were approached by 
Steven Reed, Marine Prop Riders MPR, and asked to bring the annual regatta back to Sylvan 
Lake. He expressed they want it to be a safe, enjoyable, family-friendly event. OCBC and the 
MPR will be responsible for all costs, including city-related costs for insurance, traffic control, 
police, and other municipal functions. As a goodwill gesture and outcome of a successful event, 
they will provide the City new tennis or pickleball courts. The event will be September 3rd and 
run from 10am until 3 pm with minimal impact to the residents. He reviewed logistics with the 
trailers, boats, Sheriff and DNR, spectators, cleanup, food and beverages, insurance, and porta-
johns. 
 
Steve Reed, MPR, stated they are trying to reenergize the boat regatta in Michigan and added 
Sylvan Lake is a beautiful city and a premiere facility.  
 
Segal questioned the verbiage for a donation of tennis/pickleball courts. She asked if this a 
guaranteed donation or only if the event is successful. Cousens felt they would do it no matter the 
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outcome. Reed added, typically at Pontiac Lake they donated to the Rainbow Connection. There 
was always money made and donated.  
 
Segal asked if alcohol would be served to members only at OCBC and what about guest? 
Cousens explained you must be a member to purchase alcohol and it must stay on the property. A 
member can purchase alcohol for a guest. Chief O’Donohue clarified all park rules must be 
followed. Alcohol is allowed in the park but there is no walking down the streets with open 
alcohol.  
 
Zubrzycki asked how the sponsorship works. Cousens stated it is run same way as fireworks. 
They take donations from the public and put it out on social media. He asked what is wrong with 
holding the regatta at Pontiac Lake. Reed replied, there is nothing wrong with Pontiac Lake. The 
history here is rich in Sylvan Lake. It used to be a high-end event and they want to bring it back 
here. Zubrzycki asked if there were any issues on Pontiac Lake. Reed stated there was an 
organization that ran it, and it was a huge effort. The guy retired that headed it and it just faded 
out because no one wanted to organize it anymore. Zubrzycki asked if anyone from the OCBC is 
a member of MPR. Reed stated no. Zubrzycki asked if they will be providing a bond to the city? 
Cousens is sure the OCBC could accommodate it. 
 
Cowper stated he is concerned with cost and the budget. He would like to see a budget from 
them. He stated liability insurance will be expensive and not all can get a bond. He asked how 
will this event value the residents when they pay to keep the parks private? What about lakefront 
owners in Keego Harbor and Waterford? Having parking where LaRosa was, will people be 
walking from there or will a shuttle be provided? Trailer parking from OCBC to Oakwood-how 
will this help the residents when parking in front of their homes? They never did it in the past. He 
asked how many boats will be running and how many heats. Reed responded there will be 
around 50 boats with 10 heats, doing 5 laps each. Cowper stated that is a lot of environmental 
stress on the lake with fuel and erosion problems which are already occurring. Cowper asked 
how they will enable residents access to their docks when out on the lake. Cousens stated little 
Sylvan and Otter Lake will be open. Anyone wanting to cross to get to their dock will be allowed 
in between events. Cowper expressed a budget should include number of volunteers to make the 
event safe, maintenance, insurance, auxiliary police officers, and City staff expenses for 
preparing and working the event. Again he asked what is the value for the city and lake front 
homeowners? There is a concern with opening to the public for this event which leads to 
problems with non-residents coming back to use the parks, bocce, and tennis courts. Cousens 
doesn’t have the answers to all these questions but will get them. He asked for resources in terms 
of city staff hours – how do they quantify that? He stated their donation to the city is a goodwill 
gesture. They will not be closing the lake and guaranteed minimal impact on neighbors. Their 
mission with the city is to be a good neighbor. They don’t want a Mardi Gras or wild event. They 
haven’t discussed a shuttle and feel people can walk in. The regatta is part of the history of the 
City of Sylvan Lake, and they would like to see it back. 
 

Cowper feels a goodwill gesture to residents would be to provide privileges to the OCBC for 
residents that day. Cousens stated the OCBC has discussed bring back a number of new things 
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which would be open to the public. Cousens invited Council to come over to the OCBC to meet 
everyone and see how they are running. 
 
Clarke agreed he can’t imagine holding an event without a budget in place. They really can’t 
make a decision without seeing a budget. He doesn’t know if this is a reasonable benefit to the 
city. He feels residents who want more pickleball courts can raise those funds on their own. He 
would rather see a donation for a younger generation, with fixing the beach area. Damage to the 
wetlands is another concern he has. Reed stated hydroplane boats don’t make much of a wake, 
less than a skidoo. Clarke is also concerned with noise. Reed confirmed it will be loud. The boats 
have open exhaust engines.  
 
Zubrzycki asked what happens at the OCBC the morning of the regatta. Cousens replied, they 
haven’t discussed what the day will look like yet. He feels City Council has provided great 
feedback for him to take back to the OCBC.  
 
Zubrzycki asked Martin how much it costs for new tennis/pickleball and basketball courts. Martin 
stated it would be around $80,000. Martin shared what he recalled from past regattas in the city. 
There were 15,000 people in the city, and they were allowed to park on the streets back then. 
Having no parking on the street will help. The September 3rd date could be better since school will 
be back and the summer season winding down or, it could be worse at the end of the season. He 
recalls boats going into the water at 7 a.m. and trying to get people to leave after the event was 
always difficult. Reed stated they want to be consistent with the 10 a.m.-3 p.m. times including 
getting the boats in the lake and out. There will be 10 heats every 30 minutes. 
 
Cousens thanked City Council and stated they will get the budget together and address the other 
issues brought up. 
 
Noise/Music Ordinance   O-006-22 
 

Martin stated the changes discussed at the last study session have been put into the document. 
 
Cowper likes sunset. He shared he did some research and most parks put an end time at 8:30 p.m. 
He feels a time limit of 2-3 hours would be good too.  
 
Zubrzycki feels the number of events allowed should be addressed. Attorney Schultz stated this 
ordinance is for noise only. They may want to look at a different ordinance for what he is asking. 
Zubrzycki shared feedback he is getting from residents in wanting the expectations to be clear. 
Cowper asked if this ordinance could say “addressing policy/ordinance xyz?” Maybe a special 
application for private events? 
 
Clarke still isn’t sure decibel levels need to be in this ordinance. He feels they are unreasonable. 



CITY OF SYLVAN LAKE 
STUDY SESSION 

MAY 24 ,2022    

 

4  

Plainly audible is enough. He has issue with sunset idea too. He doesn’t feel musical instruments 
should be included. Zubrzycki feels residents need to take some responsibility. Clarke gets events 
and OCBC being limited, but he doesn’t want residents included.  
 
Cowper stated Sylvan Lake is a bedroom community. We are not here to entertain. We are here to 
live quietly, peacefully, and enjoy why we chose to live here. He is sure most would be ok 
without amplified music. Special events are different.  
 
Schultz reviewed why council wanted to revisit this ordinance. It sounded like there is an 
enforcement issue no matter what you do. He updated the ordinance to make some changes to 
enforcement and added plainly audible and not having to reply on a sound meter.  
 
Cowper and Segal agreed they could do a set time instead of sunset. Martin recommended 8:30-
9:00 p.m. Segal asked if they should prioritize events?  
 
Mayor Clarke opened the topic to the public. 
 
Nicole Menuck asked if they are talking about noise in general or events, or all? She feels 
enforcement is the problem. She shared there was a DJ outdoors Thursday night at the 
Community Center and a wedding Saturday with music thumping even though it was inside the 
building. She feels people don’t want to call the police to complain. She thought the police 
patrolled each street three times each night. She feels they should have heard how loud it was. She 
feels noise enforcement is needed. 
 
Meg Morley stated she called the police on Sunday because of the concert at the Community 
Center was so loud. She feels it is a big issue with amplified sounds (music, microphones). She 
also feels there are inconsistencies in policies. She read non-residents Community Center rental 
rules for music and the resident application for a community event. She feels they should be the 
same. Martin explained the Community Center rental resident and non-resident applications are 
the same. The resident community event application is different. Martin agreed community events 
need their music regulated to certain levels too but that is not part of the noise ordinance. The 
policy for events should address volume, duration and number of events and location for food 
trucks.  
 
Nicole Menuck shared she received text messages from residents on Sherwood and Pleasant about 
hearing music Saturday night. 
 
Chief O’Donohue stated he addressed the issue and the ordinance with the officers on Monday. 
He stated Thursday was a mistake on the officer’s part, but Saturday the officer did drive by and 
felt it wasn’t unreasonable. He told the residents it needs to be complaint driven.  
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Zubrzycki added, that is a perfect example of plainly audible. The officer didn’t feel it was too 
loud, yet others do. 
 
Graham Cousens spoke for OCBC, and they are happy to adhere to the ordinance.  
 
Council felt 9:30 p.m. could be reasonable end time. Martin reminded them they are discussing 
two things if it is too loud and if the music goes beyond hours. Zubrzycki shared OCBC has said 
events will end at 10 p.m. and they don’t. They spill over into 11 p.m. Cousens said he can 
guarantee they will end at 10 p.m. 
 
 
Marijuana Establishments   O-007-22 
 
Martin reviewed from the last study session they discussed number and types of facilities, 
limiting to a set number or zoning criteria. Martin met with Attorney Schultz and our Planner 
from Giffels, Webster. Giffels, Webster will work on getting some information for property size, 
parking, number of facilities and best locations. Attorney Schultz added they will put this 
information on a map to show. Then maybe they can put into an ordinance for everyone to see. 
Clarke asked if Schultz got anything on transfer of ownership. Attorney Schultz stated he didn’t 
put anything together for that yet. Council discussed comparison liquor consumption sale and 
transfer of license.  
 
Mayor Clarke opened the topic to the public. There were no comments. 
 
 
Adjournment 
 

Moved by Segal, seconded Zubrzycki, to adjourn the study session. 
 

Yes: All 
No: None 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:46 p.m. 

 
 
 

 
Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


